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1
 Directive 2004/17/EC of 31 March 2004 coordinating the procurement procedures of entities operating in the water, energy, 

transport and postal services sectors (OJ L 134, 30.4.2004, p. 1). 
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2
 Article 6(2)(b) of the Utilities Directive. Pursuant to Article 6(2)(a), a postal item is an item addressed in the final form in which it is 

to be carried, irrespective of weight. In addition to items of correspondence, such items also include for instance books, catalogues, 

newspapers, periodicals and postal packages containing merchandise with or without commercial value, irrespective of weight. 
3
 Article 6(2)(b), second indent, of the Utilities Directive. 

4
 Directive 97/67/EC of 15 December 1997 on common rules for the development of the internal market of Community postal 

services and the improvement of quality of service (OJ L 15 , 21.1.1998, p. 14), as subsequently amended. 
5
 Article 6(2)(c) of the Utilities Directive. 

6
 Directive 2004/18/EC of 31 March 2004 on the coordination of procedures for the award of public works contracts, public supply 

contracts and public service contracts (OJ L 134, 30.4.2004, p. 114.) 
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7
 Commission Communication of 11 March 1998 “Public Procurement in the European Union”, COM (98) 143. 

8
 See Communication from the Commission pursuant to Article 8 of Directive 93/38/EEC (OJ C 156, 3.6.1999, p. 3). 

9
 Directive 97/67/EC of 15 December 1997 on common rules for the development of the internal market of Community postal 

services and the improvement of quality of service (OJ L 15 , 21.1.1998, p. 14) and Directive 2002/39/EC of 10 June 2002 amending 

Directive 97/67/EC with regard to the further opening to competition of Community postal services (OJ L 176 , 5.7.2002 p. 21). 
10

 Directive 2008/6/EC of 20 February 2008 amending Directive 97/67/EC with regard to the full accomplishment of the internal 

market of Community postal services (OJ L 52, 27.2.2008, p. 3). 
11

 Commission Report on the application of the Postal Directive (Directive 97/67/EC as amended by Directive 2002/39/EC), 

COM(2008) 884 of 22.12.2008. 
12

 Pursuant to Article 3 of the third Postal Directive, 11 Member States may postpone full market opening until 31 December 2012. 
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13
 (BtB) parcel services, domestic and international, light goods/pallet goods services, domestic and international, courier and 

express services, domestic and international (Commission Decision 2007/169/EC of 16 March 2007). 
14

 Unaddressed direct mail advertising, standard parcel services (BtB and BtC), national  and international, express and courier 

parcel services, domestic and international, light goods services (also called single consignments) and freight services, contract 

logistics, philatelic services (Commission Decision 2007/564/EC of 6 August 2007). 
15

 Express and courier services, domestic and international (Commission Decision 2008/383/EC of 30 April 2008). 
16

 Some of non priority letter services (large sorted non- priority shipments elsewhere in Sweden than in metropolitan areas; 

including the so-called “e-brev” (i.e. hybrid mail) services, distribution of non-priority newspapers and addressed direct mail), to 

domestic consumer standard parcel services  (BtB, BtC, CtC and CtB), domestic express and courier parcel services, international 

parcel services (BtB, BtC, CtB, CtC), domestic pallet services, philatelic services, third  and fourth party logistics (including import, 

warehousing and distribution as well as direction, control and development of the customer’s flows of goods) (Commission 

Decision 2009/46/EC of 19 December 2008). 
17

 Standard parcel services, domestic and international (BtB and BtC), domestic express parcel services, combined freight services 

(i.e. freight services relating to consignments consisting of individual parcels and palletised small packages), contract logistics 

(including the storage of goods and associated stock management, finishing and/or commissioning, marshalling goods ready for 

dispatch and address management for the sender) (Commission Decision 2010/142/EU of 3 March 2010). 
18

 Report from the Commission to the Council and to the European Parliament on the application of the Postal Directive, 

COM(2008) 884 final of 22/12/08. 
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